
FAQS 
 
What are the benefits of using RTI? 
Instead of waiting for a student to fail before 
providing help, RTI gives students support as soon 
as a difficulty is identified.  Interventions are 
chosen to specifically match students’ needs. The 
use of RTI also reduces the number of students 
referred for special education. 
 
How will I be updated about my child’s 
intervention plan? 
School staff members will communicate with you 
about what services and progress monitoring tools 
are used with your child. You can have progress 
reports mailed to you. You can also attend 
meetings about your child. 
 
Can I still request a special education evaluation 
for my child if they are involved in RTI?  
Yes, parents still have the right to request an 
evaluation at any time. 
 
What subject areas does RTI cover? 
All major subject areas (reading, math, writing, 
etc.) as well as behavior problems can be 
addressed using RTI. 
 
Who is involved in the school based problem 
solving team? 
Members of this team include your child’s teacher 
as well as other teachers, specialists (school 
psychologist, reading specialist), school principal, 
and of course, you! 
 
What if I do not agree with the plan put into 
place for my child? 
Schools are happy to hear your input on your child’s 
educational plan.  Any ideas or objections you have 
will be readily accepted and discussed. You have a 
right to be involved in your child’s education! 
 
 

Helpful Websites and 
Resources 

http://www.ncld.org/checklists-a-
more/parent-advocacy-guides/a-parent-
guide-to-rti    
 
http://www.florida-
rti.org/parentResources/index.htm 
 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/parents-a-families 
 
http://www.rti4success.org 
 
http://www.ped.stat.nm.us/seo/parents/ECI. 
Parent.Involvement.pdf 
 
http://www.parentsreachingout.org 
 
You can also reach out to your school 
psychologist, your child’s teacher, or the 
school based team for more information on 
RTI! 
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What is Response to 
Intervention? 

Teachers and other school staff members want 
your student to succeed just as much as you do, 
and using the Response to Intervention (RTI) 
model is one way to accomplish this!  RTI is a 
process used to help students who may not be 
performing as well as they could. 
Within this model, teachers look at how well a 
student is doing with the current instruction.  If a 
student is struggling, they are provided with 
interventions (strategies and instruction to help 
them) that are targeted at their specific 
difficulty.  These interventions are chosen based 
on a child’s needs and supported by research.  
School staff members will monitor students’ 
progress to find out early on if the instruction 
they are receiving is effective for them.  This will 
allow us to either change or continue these 
supports to help prevent future problems for our 
students! 
 

Key Words & Concepts 
Tiered Instruction – RTI uses a tiered model of 
instruction, meaning there are different levels 
based on how much support a student needs. As 
you move through the tiers, more intense 
interventions are provided. 
Universal Screening – The school will check on the 
progress of all students 3 - 4 times a year. This is 
how we find students who may need extra help. 
Progress Monitoring – This is a more frequent way 
to look at students’ progress after they have 
started receiving interventions.  It measures how 
well an intervention is working and can happen as 
often as once per week. 
School Based Problem Solving Team – This is a 
group of staff members that make decisions about 
how and what interventions to provide a student 
based on their needs. 
 

Three-Tiered Model 
of RTI 

Here is some information on the process of RTI 
using three tiers (or levels) of intervention: 
 

 
Tier 1 
All students receive Tier 1 instruction. This 
consists of high quality instruction in the child’s 
classroom.  Screening of all students is used at 
this stage to identify students who are having 
difficulties. 
Tier 2 
Students not making enough progress at Tier 1, 
receive Tier 2 interventions in addition.  These are 
usually provided in small groups of 3-6 students 
and can take place in or out of the classroom.  A 
teacher or specialist (such as a reading specialist) 
is responsible for Tier 2 Interventions.  They 
focus on the specific problem area for the 
students.  Measures of how well a student is doing 
(progress monitoring) are taken 2-4 times a month. 
Tier 3 
Students not making enough progress at Tier 2, 
receive Tier 3 interventions.  These are even more 
tailored to a student’s needs.  A teacher or 
specialist will most likely work one-on-one with a 
student at this level.  Progress is monitored 
weekly.  If a student does not respond to this, 
they will then be referred for special education, 
where more supports will be available to help them 
succeed. 

What Can You Expect? 
• You will be informed and updated about the 

interventions/services your child will receive. 
• You can expect communication from school 

staff members. Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions regarding your child’s involvement 
and progress in RTI! 

• You will receive information on the progress of 
your child with regard to how well 
interventions are working. 

 

 

The Parent’s Role 
We want you to be involved in the RTI process for 
your student! Here are some things you can do: 
• Read with your child. 
• Help your child with homework assignments. 
• Attend meetings and conferences about your 

child.  Make a list of questions you may have to 
bring to these meetings.  If you feel more 
comfortable, you can bring these questions to 
your child’s teacher, a school psychologist, or 
other specialist individually! 

• If you can, volunteer some time in your child’s 
classroom 

• Know your child’s intervention plan and ask for 
progress reports. 

• Ask your child’s teacher or school psychologist 
for other resources you can use at home. 

• Celebrate with your child when you find out 
he/she is doing well! 

 


