
 

 

Resources 
Response to 
Intervention:  

 
A Teacher’s Guide 

Lauren Kittle 
Instructional Consultation 

Spring 2012 
University at Albany 

Your email address (I would � � 

Tier 1 

Tier 2 

Tier 3 

References 

Glover, T. A. (2010). Key rti 
service delivery components: 
Considerations for research-
informed practice. In T. A. Glover 
and S.Vaughn (Eds), The promise 
of response to intervention: 
Evaluating current science and 
practice (pp. 7 - 22). New York: 
Guilford Press. 
 
Kovaleski, J. F., & Black, L. 
(2010). Multi-tier service delivery: 
Current status and future 
directions. In T. A. Glover and S. 
Vaughn (Eds), The promise of 
response to intervention: 
Evaluating current science and 
practice (pp. 23 - 56). New York: 
Guilford Press. 
 
http://www.nasponline.org/resou
rces/principals/nassp_probsolve.a
spx 

 

What Is My Role? 

Tier 1: Universal 

At Tier 1, you are responsible 
for classroom management and 
progress monitoring of all 
students. 

Tier 2: Targeted 

At Tier 2, the focus shifts to 
designing specific interventions 
for particular students who need 
more support 

Tier 3: Intensive 

At Tier 3, more intensive 
interventions are conducted 
with more frequent progress 
monitoring 

http://www.nasponline.org
/resources/rti/index.aspx 

www.interventioncentral.org 

www.gosbr.net 

www.superkids.com 

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/ 

 



 

  

The Language of RTI 

The Importance of Progress 
Monitoring 

Classroom Management: how the 
classroom environment is 
coordinated, including instruction, 
transitions, and independent 
seatwork, as well as classroom rules 
and consequences for behavioral 
outbursts. 

Intervention: a change in curriculum 
and/or instruction designed to 
enhance student success 

Progress Monitoring: repeated 
measurement of academic 
performance to inform instruction of 
individual students in general and 
special education 

Benchmarking: collecting data on all 
students periodically (fall, winter, 
spring) to have a baseline so as to 
compare individual student progress 
to the school average 

Instructional Support Team (IST): a 
team of school staff, including the 
school psychologist, teachers, 
administrators, and others, who work 
together to develop intervention plans 
for students 

Fidelity: how accurately an 
intervention is implemented 
(following all the procedures and 
correctly progress monitoring) 

Curriculum Based Measurement 
(CBM): 1 – 5 minutes tests of current 
ability in specific content areas 

Progress monitoring is the foundation of 
the RTI approach. Just as universal 
screening is important for establishing a 
baseline of student behavior and 
achievement, progress monitoring is 
essential for tracking student progress 
through each stage of the RTI process. 
Without it, we would never know if the 
interventions being used are effective, 
and students would not receive the 
support they need.  

Progress monitoring can be done using 
something as simple as a checklist to 
evaluate behaviors, or it could involve 
CBMs or other types of quick 
assessments. For more information on 
progress monitoring, speak to your 
school psychologist or visit one of the 
sites on back of this pamphlet.  

Data-Based Decision Making Evidence Based Interventions 

An evidence-based intervention is a 
specifically designed strategy for solving 
a specific problem. 

A modification is a change in the 
curriculum, such as teaching less content 
or a different content level 

An accommodation is a change in the 
way materials are presented, setting or 
time given for assignments or tests 

How To Effectively Support 
Interventions 

As a classroom teacher, you are busy 
managing a classroom and teaching 
every day. However, it is important to 
cooperate and collaborate with the 
school psychologist and other IST 
support staff to make sure interventions 
are implemented with fidelity. If you are 
unclear on how to implement an 
intervention or how to properly progress 
monitor, do not be afraid to ask for 
assistance or further explanation. The 
goal is to help the child succeed without 
adding too much stress to your job. You 
are part of a team, and collaboration is 
key.   

RTI is based on the use of evidence-
based interventions, and as such it is 
important that decisions are not made 
based on clinical judgment, but instead 
on the collection of data. Data that is 
collected during the progress monitoring 
stage, such as checklist data or the 
results of CBMs, is subsequently graphed 
and interpreted using visual analysis. 
Data can also be compared to the 
baseline information collected through 
universal screenings and benchmarking. 
In this way, decisions about student 
progress are based on evidence, rather 
than educated guesses.  


