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Criteria for Implementing an 
Intervention within RTI: 
*  The intervention must be 
appropriate for the problem.  If the 
student has a reading difficulty, 
provide the student with a reading 
intervention. 
*  The intervention must be evidence-
based. 
*  The intervention must be 
implemented as it was intended to be.  
Do not deviate from the instructions. What Does RTI Look 

Like at Different Grade 
Levels? 

Response to 
Intervention:  
A Teacher’s 

Guide 
Kelly Means 

Pre-K: 
*  Intervene before the referral 
process. 
*  Help support children’s academics 
and social-emotional development. 
Grades K-5: 
*  High quality instruction and 
universal screening for everyone  
*  Evidenced-based interventions and 
frequent progress monitoring for 
those at Tiers 2 and 3. 
Middle School & High School:  
*  Prevention services often focus on 
proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. These skills are 
needed for students to learn the 
content in the curriculum.  
*  Interventions are effective for these 
students; Tiers 2 and 3 should be 
implemented with these students.  It is 
not too late to help these students! 



 

Progress Monitoring 

What is RTI? 
*  RTI is a multi-tiered system 
based on the idea of prevention 
and early intervention services.  
*  RTI assumes that not all 
students who fall behind have a 
learning disability or “just don’t 
get it.” All students deserve a 
chance to succeed.  
*  RTI is dependent on high 
quality instruction, effective 
interventions, and progress 
monitoring. 

What is the teacher’s role 
in RTI? 
*  Work as a team to help your 
struggling students. 
*  Follow your district’s core 
curriculum. 
*  Implement evidence-based 
interventions.  Interventions can 
be academic or behavioral.  
*   Monitor student progress.  For 
students in Tiers 2 and 3, it takes 
about 1-5 minutes per student and 
should be done weekly.   

The Three Tiers of Response to Intervention: 

What is progress monitoring? 
*  Frequent assessment of the skills you are 
teaching. 
*  By monitoring student progress 
frequently, educators can intervene before 
the student falls behind in the curriculum. 
*  Progress monitoring allows educators to 
see whether a specific intervention is 
working for a particular student. 
*  Teachers often use Curriculum-Based 
Measures (CBM) as a measure for progress 
monitoring. 

How do I progress monitor?  
*  Set a goal for the student’s achievement within 
X amount of weeks. 
*  Collect data on a frequent basis and graph the 
student’s scores. 
*  Draw a best-fit line through the scores; this line 
is the trend line, which represents the student’s 
progress and projected progress. 
*  If the trend line meets the goal, the intervention 
works! If not, reevaluate the intervention. 
*  Tools to help graphing can be found at: 
http://www.interventioncentral.org/  

Tier 1: Universal 
*  Encompasses all students in the general education curriculum.   
*  Student progress is monitored three times a year via universal screening measures to see which 
students are at-risk for academic difficulties.  
*  The goal is to determine if a problem exists for any of the students. 
*  80% of students are successful within Tier 1; students who are not successful are moved to Tier 2. 
Tier 2: Targeted 
*  The goal it to identify the student’s area of need and use progress monitoring to determine the 
effectiveness of the intervention.   
*  Students are provided with frequent small group instruction in addition to the general curriculum.   
* 15% of students are successful within Tier 2; students who are not successful are moved to Tier 3. 
Tier 3: Intensive 
*  The goal is to identify why the student has the skill deficit.  
*  Students receive more intensive evidenced-based interventions and student progress is monitored 
frequently. 
*  5% of students receive Tier 3 supports; students who are unsuccessful within Tier 3 are referred 
for a comprehensive evaluation.  


